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TIME TO HIT THE PUB!
Book a bank holiday break at one of these superb 
pubs with rooms – and great food, too. Cheers!
C O M P I L E D  B Y  S A R A  L A W R E N C E

THE QUIRKY RETREAT 

the cow 
Dalbury Lees, near Derby in the Peak District 

WHY WE LOVE IT Overlooking the village green 
and recently refurbished in rustic-luxe style, this place 
is pleasingly original with cow portraits and stools 
made from milk churns in the bar. The 12 sumptuous 
rooms are super-comfortable and romantic with 
sweeping views. The restaurant dishes up fabulous 
flatbreads known as ‘cow pats’, including goat’s cheese 
and bacon, and barbecued pulled pork (all £8.50), 
small, sharing plates of English tapas such as baked 
aubergine and ham hock scotch eggs (£6), as well as 
more traditional gastropub-style mains from £11.
NEARBY This is prime walking country and it would 
be madness not to set off on a hike – or at least a  
stroll. You’re six miles from Derby city centre and  
a 25-minute  drive from the glorious Peak District 
National Park.
LOWDOWN Rooms from £100 per night B&B 
(cowdalbury.com).  

THE WELSH ONE FOR WALKERS 
the bell 
Skenfrith, Monmouthshire, Wales

WHY WE LOVE IT This elegant 17th-century 
coaching inn standing on the banks of the River 
Morrow in the shadow of Skenfrith Castle is in a truly 
divine location. Oak beams, flagstone floors, open 
fires, old photos and botanical sketches make it the 
pub of dreams and their multiple awards prove it.  
The 11 bedrooms come with warm Welsh wool 
blankets and aromatic Noble Isle products in the 
spacious bathrooms. The restaurant has a menu of 
local, seasonal classics such as Hereford sirloin steak 
(£25) and Monmouth lamb with organic veg from  
the onsite kitchen garden (£23). Breakfast ranges  
from avocado on toast to full Welsh.    
NEARBY Head into the village of Skenfrith to see the 
castle and church. Abergavenny is a 20-minute drive 
and Monmouth 15 minutes. The pub has created six 
circular walks, each of which comes with a handy map 
detailing footpaths and local points of interest.
LOWDOWN Rooms from £150 per night B&B 
(skenfrith.co.uk).

THE AWARD-WINNING PUB 
the horse guards inn 
Tillington, near Petworth, West Sussex

WHY WE LOVE IT There are three beautiful, 
country-chic rooms in this 350-year-old, 
quintessentially British pub with beams, open fires and 
lush garden. The menu is small and seasonal and 
changes every day, depending on what the chef can 
source from local suppliers, dig out of the vegetable 
patch or forage from the hedgerows or seashores 
nearby. The food is so good it won Pub of the Year in 
2017’s The Good Pub Guide with its dishes such as 
bouillabaisse (£19) and Keralan-style duck curry 
(£18.50). Breakfast is outstanding, with a juice and 
pastry course followed by cooked options.
NEARBY The ancient village of Tillington is in The 
South Downs National Park. Petworth House and its 
700-acre park were painted by Turner several times.
LOWDOWN Rooms from £110 per night B&B 
(thehorseguardsinn.co.uk).

THE GOURMET GETAWAY 
the hand and flowers 
Marlow, Buckinghamshire

WHY WE LOVE IT Chef Tom Kerridge’s 
destination dining pub is famous for being the first  
to win two Michelin stars, but you won’t find starched 
white table cloths and guests talking in a whisper  
– the environment is brilliantly unfussy. An off-the-
chart à la carte meal for two including wine and 
service comes to around £200 – treats like loin  
of venison with parsnip purée, game and stilton pie, 
poached pear and cacao crumble (£43.50) means  
you won’t forget this one in a hurry. The set lunch 
changes daily and is £25 for two courses and £29.50 
for three. The 11 boutique rooms are located within  
a 10-minute walk from the pub and guests also  
have a driver on call for lifts to and from. A hamper  
of melt-in-the-mouth cookies is delivered while you’re 
at dinner. It’s the ultimate treat break for foodies.
NEARBY Set amongst the scenic woodlands of the 
Chiltern Hills, Marlow is a beautiful Georgian town, 
only 33 miles west of central London.
LOWDOWN Rooms from £195 per night with  
a cooked breakfast in the pub included (thehand 
andflowers.co.uk).

THE ALE-LOVERS’ SPOT 
the  
nobody inn 
Doddiscombsleigh, Devon

WHY WE LOVE IT Going strong since 1838, this 
quintessential Devonshire watering hole is full of charm 
and character, with old maps all over the walls, low ceilings 
replete with black beams, settles and a blazing wood-burner. 
There are five rooms, four en-suite and all come with a 
decanter of sherry plus a full West Country cooked 
breakfast. The food is superior British pub grub, with bar 
lunches including Exmouth mussels (£12.95). Dinner 
moves up a notch with lemon sole stuffed with Brixham 
crab mousse in a crayfish sauce (£16.95). Plus there are lots 
of local ales at around £3 a pint including a Nobody Inn ale. 
NEARBY Only five miles from Exeter, between the Teign 
Valley and the Haldon Hills – two stunning walking spots.
LOWDOWN Doubles from £79 B&B (nobodyinn.co.uk).  

Four-poster luxury

The Bell restaurant

The Bell, Skenfrith

Petworth House grounds

Teign Valley

The Cow’s bar

Peak District National ParkOff-site rooms

Sharing platters

Kerridge’s pork pie

PLAY LIST


